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MAN* That man, when he speaks, he don't care what he says, 
and he means what he says. And I think he'll do every ... that 
he — he'll back up every word that he says. 

MAN* Yah, that's true. Me, I'll vote for the man 0 

MAN* 1 like to vote for the man. 

UTLEY* What are you going to do meantime? 

MAN* (UNCLEAR) The man that's the guy that's going to 
win that you expect him to do for you ... 

MAN; Wallace, X think is a good man. 

MAN: You'd better believe it. 
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k mHnn an endless stream 


a fjolititian who co aid ooiwnunloate easrx; 
street. But in Florida r the early Muskie 

by members of Muskie ’« own staff as 

of platitudes. 

But the words were Muskie' s. Thay were tte^ntry 

f^d^rcSttiL^dgJ^nd the commercials didn't attack Muski 

figure out how to cope with the otner « v 

_ tui npnn « ■¥ n not surprisingly » there’s a whole new strategy 

ha 9 s speaking on the issues. 
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America know Ed Muskie. > 
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As a Senator he has fought to reduc* 

Wand to-S restore some balance to our i 
at home will get first priority. 
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b^PMing. You ... property after 1 *°?***** “S^r^WeU* Xt” 
Miking my from it. They don't *ant to torch it. ^ Well. what 

do you do about those problems? Build a space shuttle? 

MAN: Muskie For The Country. 

GARDNER: In the Humphrey campaign , £ they like to do a lot 

the politician who said show me the way and £ will be 

strength. an hi. record of service , hi. 1 ^^ a ?^?^“S 1 «lnan, 
rad hi. image a. a traditional Democrat. After hMrtoghisawgnn. 

yon might gnea. that if Hubert Humphrey had three leg* tortand 

on, he’d have one foot in ttoonv.lt 'a New Deal, one in Truman s 

Fair Deal, and on in Kennedy's New Frontier. 









Here are two thirty** second eoirtmerc ia 1 s that lay out that 

proposition » 

MAN; So many people are seeking the Democratic Presidential 
nomination , it's hard to tell the players without a score card* 

Who created Medicare? Hubert Humphrey , The Job Corps? Humphrey 
The Food Stamp Program? Humphrey. The first water control bill? 

Hubert Humphrey again. And again. And again. And again. 

Vote for Hubert Humphrey for President. Humphrey; The People f s 
Democrat. 

MAN; There are certain people in life you just want to 
reach out and touch. Such a man was FDR. And give f em hell 
Harry Truman. And young Jack Kennedy. Hubert Humphrey 
same kind of Democrat. Throughout hi© life, he's 
the common man, helping him get a fair shake from government 
Isn't that what you want? Vote for Humbert Humphrey 
Humphrey : The People’s Democrat. 
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I rw— awfully close.. And you ought to give me another chance 
before yon retire me to pasture. 

Henry Jackson came to Wisconsin with a serious recognition 
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somewhat stolid , uncharisma tic candidate. And that s largely 
true* But Gerry Hack (?) the man who's directed Jackson s advert is irt< 
in every campaign since 1948 has captured the Senator s straight 
talking , no nonsense manner. So that it comes across on television 

as good old American common sense. 
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.. Cas ualties have been high, including hundreds of civilians 

Manpower is so scarce that some positions are guarded only by 
svKww dummies. Because Of its strategic location, the Huang and! 

advisors are determined to hold Boom Long as lone as 
possible. That may not be much 1 oncer- „ 
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Each year the enemy assaults become heavier* The 

wieh th© bonee of North Vietnamese sold ier s who 
have died here* This week , the secret army has been using t 

positions to attack enemy supply routes* The object; to rel 
pares sure on Long Tien* 


Long 


Boom Long will almost certainly be next 




For years, this compound in the village of Long Tien was 
one of the most secret spots on earth. This was headquarters 
for the CIA and the secret army in Laos. It was a little bit 
of America, crammed with sophisticated electronic gear. Journalists 
called it Spook Heaven. This year Spook Heaven has become part 
of the front line. The CIA has moved to a new location = 


We talked to a CIA man assigned to the secret army. The 
agency calls him a case officer. He's a civilian, but in anyother 

war, he'd be called a military advisor. 

Just what do you CIA men do up here? 

CIA HAN: Well, first of all, let me set the record straight: 

We do not command any of the combat troops. Our primary role 
is one of supporting the indigenous Lao forces and ... That 
supyort involves a number of things. Some of it is technical 
advice. A great deal of it is training. It involves advice. 

Our advice is one of keepwng them informed on what is possible 
with the resources that are available. 

MAN: What are we trying to accomplish up here? 
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UTLEY; Given the mood of America, the CIA is ! 
popular organization, but in assessing the role of ■ 
in Laos, we should remember certain things: it was 

job of organizing a secret army 
We wanted to preserve the fiction of our adherence to this Geneva 
Accord while preventing the North Vietnamese from overrunning 
Laos. The CIA did the job with a minimum of American personnel, 
money and casualties. For eight years, its rag tag irregulars 
have fought off some of the best trained and equipped troops 
in the world. 

The CIA performs its mission 
future American governments might 
on similar ventures elsewhere, 
knowledge and consent of any of 



well, bo well In 
be tempted to launch 

as in Lao 









There are other American civilians involved in the secret 
war. In a moment, we’ll look at them. 




ft 











UTLEY: 

some strange situations. 
Development has admitted 


The 



American effort to 

Director jfo 
CIA men use 


a secret war ha 


Agency for 












am a 

a 1th 
egalar 
men even 3 


cover in Laos 


funds are being 
soldiers and their 

ose as AID workers 


There ere also reports that 


to provide i?ted ical 


ti 



AID 

to 


In some cases 




In Laos itself , most Americans refer to 
people by the nickname. Brand X, and working 
Brand X is a most peculiar air line called a 





both Aid and 



__ a ^ ^? er f ca Private charter company 

flying mysterious missions in Asia for twenty 

parachuted supplies to the besieged garrison 
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Another major charter company In Laos is 
Services. It's smaller than Air America , 
job. Between them , the companies share about 
dollars in government contracts. Their pilots 

Their planes are unarmed. But without them, the secret war would 

be impossible. 


but 

thirty 




MANs For the civilian charter pilots, the war begins at 
dawn, when the engines start turning at Vientiane Airport. 

Air America alone carries twelve million pounds of cargo and 
nearly ten thousand people out of Vientiane each month. Their 
destinations are diverse and often dangerous. 

MAN: Well, now, on the unfriendly activity which was heard 

off to the South, 1 don't see the same marks that were on the 
previous chart. But here it again it looks like perhaps we've 

lost that unfriendly activity. 

MAN: There are very few milk runs left in Laos. At pilot 

briefings, the latest reports on enemy anti-aircraft positions 

are as important as the weather. 


MAN: Good chance you may pick up soma 






MAN: Pilots say the only thing worse than flying in||Hpp 

is trying to land there. By local standards, this dirt strip 
set between mountains is a major airport. It is now the secret 
army's headquarters in Northern Laos. Big planes bring the 
in and from here smaller planes and helicopters haul It to 
hundred different sites in the surrounding mountains, 
days, much of the cargo is ammunition, roost of it parachuted 
to what the pilots call the friendly. 


a 



The control tower is primitive, and there are no navigation 
aids, yet between daylight and dusk, this strip handles nine 
hundred take-offs and landings each day. 
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MAN: What's the worst thing about flying out here? The 

mountains , the weather , or the bad guys. 

MAN: It's a combination of all three. We have three distinct 

flying seasons, either smoky, windy, or rainy. And any one of 
the three combined with the enemy ... situation that none of 

us like. 

MAN: Well, you don't really have a happy season. 

MAN: No* Guess not. 

MAN: How long do you plan to keep this up? 

MAN: Each year, I say it's my last one. This is my seventh 
year now. 


MAN: (UNCLEAR ) 

M|j 

MAN: Money. Well, not really. ... big influence, of course. 

1 have two daughters to put through school yet out of my ... 
so, even though I'm retired, 1 still have to work. 

* '*’• . H . . •. •' If . V ' ‘ ’ ’ • ^ • w : ' . t . • / ■ V ’ • - '• ■'* v r l 

MAN: Do you like the guys you work with? 

MAN: They're a real bunch of pros, every one of them. 
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in the world, except right here. 
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find anyplace in the world 
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major airline regardless 
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MAN: It is becoming tougher, but it hasn't reached the 

P?, t where we re giving up by any stretch of the imagination 
U1 ° f «■ are very talented, very very talented. And we c& 
avoid what they have given us so far, but it is becoming a li 
more difficult for us to do. 



MAN: But we are 

qualified peopole, and 
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, all, most all, highly experienced, 
've gone through this thing before and 
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MAN: It's a business. It is not a romantic, devil may 
care operation. We carry a lot of wounded people and if we weren't 
there to carry them, they'd die, and about the time you participated 
in some of these uplifts of seriously wounded men, you get the 
feeling there's a reason for being here. We move refugees by 
the thousands. And this again is a very heartwarming experience 
for a pilot and those of us on the ground, because if we didn't 
move them, they'd be overrun and made prisoners and made bearers 
by the opposition. And we carry rice, we carry food to the people. 
Medical supplies 
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MAN: Rice is dropped in eighty pound sacks. Nearly one 
quarter of the country's population are displaced persons. 

Most have fled the communists. Some have fled our bombing of 
tit# coroamaistg t A quarter of a million people are 
■^1^# 015 American handouts. Over a hundred thousan d depend 
on aerial delivery for |survivaJ 
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The latest North Vietnamese offensive has already created 
fifty thousand new refugees . Most of them are Mung tribesmen 
and for most of them, this is the third time they 1 ve been uprooted. 
At their last location, AID had provided them with homes, schools, 
and a dispensary. Now they're back to square one, huddled on 
a bleak hilltop, sheltered by parachutes and scrap lumber. 

They are both tired of the war and nervous about a peace settlement 

that would abandon them. 


In the meantime, they depend on the charter planes for everything 
and with the pilots of those planes, landing strips like this 
are becoming riskier every day. 

MANs Has this increase in enemy aetivit and the loss of 
real estate, has this affected the morale of the pilots? 

MAN: No, I think it's probably made them morecautlous . 

It can ruin your whole day if you land at somebody else 1 s air 
strip, or on© that you think is friendly and -you find out that 
It isalt the hard way. 

MAN: That very thing recently happened to one Air America 

pilot. His wrecked aircraft still sits like a squashed bug on 
the enemy held airstrip. 

MAN: People on the airplane talk to people on the ground 

and they said everything 9 s ... and land, and so I had with 
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flying again. 


The first battle of Long 
only the performance of the 
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Tien was reaching its climax and 

planes enabled the secret 
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„ ly helicopters could land to pluck out the seriously wounded 

North Vietnamese artillery was shelling the airstrip. Enemy 

snipers were firing up at the planes. Enemy machine guns on 

the hills were firing down at the plane. But the friendlys were 

out o£ war and ammunition so the planes went in anyway. They 

shared the narrow airspace with fighter bombers, trying to blast 

the enemy off the ridgeline. To the charter pilots, it was just 

another mission. 


MANs It goes in spurts. Last February, for example, when 
we didn't have so much heavy antiaircraft, we had twenty-seven 

planes hit in one months . . . 

MANs Twenty- seven airplanes hit in one month? 

MANs Yes. Yes. This December when the flak was more intense 
we had twenty-four airplanes hit. However, the hits can be more 
serious , because you're dealing with a larger calibre of weapon. 

MAN: But that is part of the challenge; that is part of 

why we are here. And it's not a death wish by any stretch of 
the imagination. It is a little competition with the other side. 
And try to survive. And use my talents against their talents. 

And usually win. 


(OVERTALK ; 

MANs The favorite watering spot for the oddball warriors 
of this oddball war is the Purple Porpoise Bar, the clientele 

includes spooks, military attaches, pilots, and diplomats. 
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?^Kh 4 ° ne °f ^ he tra 9 ic ironies of the war in Laos is 
«*. < th ^ s = ® ge , of ideologies, this war is probably less a 
question of ideology than of simple geography. The strength 

the local communist Pathet Lao has actually decreased in recent 

• But North Vietnamese regiments and cadres have more than 
ap the difference. 



We, too, have escalated our effort. Laos was once described 
as a warm, green paradise where all a man needed to live was 
a small knife to peel bananas and a large knife to kill pigs. 

But today the knives have been replaced by tanks and heavy artillery 
on tiie enemy side. And bombs and napalm on our side. 

MAN: Legend has it that whenever a city of Vientiane was 

threatened by invaders, the monks of this temple would pray and 

beat the sacred drum to summon forth a dragon which protected 
the city. 


Today the very existence of Laos is threatened. But there 
is ao dragon to help. Even in the best of times, Laos is a 
fragile country. The only unifying force is allegiance to the 
King. Even the Communists pay lip service to the throne. But 
that doesn't keep them from shelling the royal capital. 

After nearly one billion dollars in American military assistance 
the Lao regular army still leaves a lot to be desired. It does 
fight well but it has been fighting a long time. 
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Straat^tiMf f 1 °d fork's Lower East Side, there is the Henry 

hSr^o? ^ii^ 4 mS OU ? 2 ' for ma ? y old people who have been coming 
° 6r6 , r a lifetime, it was a place where immigrant children 

rirst learned the new American way of life. 

Today, as they survive on an average income of eleven hundred 
d *Hvji 8 * yoar# lb s their refuge from the loneliness, and isolatioi 
0 old ^ ago* _ A place to go to, to meet friends, talk over problems, 
to mend clothes or make new ones. The Center is busy during 

the day but not after dark. For some old people, Henry Street 

provides a chance to develop the artistic talents they had to 

set aside during the long years when they were earning a living 
and raising families. 


WOMAN: I am seventy-one years old. 

I get a hundred and forty-one dollars and 
security and I often think of how I would 
it weren't for my children helping me. 


And I live alone, 
fifty cents for social 
be able to exist it 


have a feeling that one has to keep learning all the 
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conmitment of money, to programs for 
m - _ Programs . You know, some people say, 
increase Social Security and that's going 

Well, that’s a panacea. You can 
many of them won't spend it. I think 
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the importance of a nutrition program 
have the option to buy adequate amounts 

or who just don't want to eat alone, 
people can come down in our dining room and 

Supervised by a nutritionist and what* s 
able to eat with their friends, eat with people 
people who have come to our center could 
, but they said, we don't want a hand out, 
and they decide to pay sixty cents. And 
dignity into a program. 




. WANs If a person is capable, and he can walk and he can 

talk, and he can speak, he should not stay alone in the house, 
he should go out among people. ... your own kind , your own type 
of people and your own age, you'll feel more at home. 

_ _ _ WOMAN; I don't get much money, but I save ninety-seven t 

dol lars a month, i live on it because l eat here five days a 
week and I find myself saving by doing that. Everybody says, 
how . do .ypy live? I ... don't buy a lot of clothes ... ... here 
most of the time. I make it. So far, I've made it. And maybe 
x won t live much longer to make it, but I've made it so far. 

r wi 7 think everybody knows old people are neglected. 
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nany young people it provided 

hard rock is declining »tm=> 
and Electric Circus have closed 
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Classical music light 
% concert pianist Hilda 
people back to classical musi< 
touring the country giving 
the Pablo Lights* three 
visual portion of the show 0 
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the first mixed media 
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think the life of anybody, life without music 


IJ'S JrSSt^rjeSSoSJiSf??^^ . I think 

lately* concert bal1 ba * be ® n rather devoid of very young peopl 


MARt It’s really a joy fo work with young people. They’re 
very fresh and very interested. And we constantly get a lot 
feedback from them# They like light shows f naturally. Most 

the children and most of the young people that we’ve performed 
front of have liked the light show very much. 


CHILD: I really enjoyed it 
in a way controlling the lights, 
working together. 


I thought that the piano was 
I thought that it was really 


BOY: I think it had some good 

not only hears, you know, the music, 
so now they’re using their sight and 
you know seme other aspect out of it. 



but the 
they • re 


because now the audience 
light is also combined 
actually getting 


GIRL: 2 thought the colors were 

likely to concentrate on the inusic 
at the colors , but X enjoyed it. 


beautiful, but 
when you® 



you’re less 
looking 


SOHMER 


X l£k® sometimes to use original art or to use 

for instance in programs, we are doing South Sea, New 

Guinea masks for the Villa Lobos piece. It's very difficult 
to precit what the future is going to be. But X don't say th 
light show and music is the only answer. But it has proven v 

successful. 


HAN: fes two really should come together. Xt seems like 

such a natural. Whan we did something with the San Antonio Symphony 
Orchestra, San Antonio's kind of conservative in ^s appro&cn 
to this kind *f thing. And they really gasped. I thiak that 
Zm'rm lust breaking down a certain kind of barrier between the 
two worlds. And if this just opening doors for lots of other 
^le to iortof come into it and do it, a lot more open now, 

the more the merrier. 
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A new chapter in aviation history is being written 

. „ X^Xwlno brotherhood of thrill seekers. Whether this new 

era is pre- Wright Brothers or post 747 gliders (?) 

Members of the clan build and fly what they can nang g 





te theory is that a man equipped with « proper wino can 
into the air, fly, while hanging from hie glider, and then 
safely on his feet and since this is done on the slope of 
hill or the edge of a cliff, each attempt has its m o men t of 
truth, and each successful flight it's feeling of fulfillment. 

What follows is an essay on one hang glider pilot, 
he does it. A.ad what it feels like. 

He lives in Southern California and his name Is Dick Riper (?) 

DICK EIPERs i grew up in the Los Angeles area. 1 was born 
Used to be little two lane roads and a boulevard stop 
sign and now it's a four lane boulevard and fifteen left turns, 
no turns, red and green lights flashing. Changed drastically. 

1 ***", * cellar, it's my little retreat. And 1 have 
®y which is my ofch&sr .. 

_ The challenge to flying is like a challenge in a big wave 

y°. * surfer. Tou're hunting for a little bigger hill, a little 

better place to fly. a little bit longer ride. When you're 

actually flying, it's just you, and it's just freedom, flying 

through the air, and it's your stuff, and your kits in it. 

Just fantastic. 

The cliff we jumped off, about ninety feet high. The flight 
lasts approximately fifteen seconds. But while you're actually 
up there, it seems like you're up there for an eternity . 


It's a beautiful beautiful 
any>iore . 
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The 


UTLEY : Last week, in a flight that didn't end so happily, 

Dick Eiper crashed and broke his left leg* He will not fly again 

for at least nine months. 
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UTLEY: For the past two months, everyone's been talking 

about China but some of the best stories haven't been reported. 
They've been brought back by some of our friends who are working 
behind the scenes, members of the television crews who worked 
with the Chinese technicians. I’d like to tell you one of the 
stories about how one man managed to cut through the Red Chinese 
red tapjru 

NBC News Associate Producer Fred Flamenhof (?) who was In 
charge of film operations arrived in Peking well ahead of President 
Nixon o And his first job was to make sure that all of the film 
editing equipment was set up and ready to work. He was given 
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■ evcnira I'm Hugh Downs Arui this is 20/20. 

WMPIQI^IQSRr Oft the ARC Newsmagazine, 20/20: 

' ' * ‘ -■ ' 4 mvsto ^ from the sn ret world "I America’s spies Has man. in 

" s - ~ " ' - * A ash ifiltwi. a. wavs at the center of C IA operations 

FRANK SNEPF : He was the model ( l A man. the model spy. 

ANNOUNCER /ttBKf Otvrjfi Then a death, a htnlv, att autopsy, 

■ ^ N certainly someone who resembles my father, hut I don’t believe that 




* 


*r * tfc. 


ANNOUNCER />wcf-<wrr / : Is the master spy dead, or was there a deadly deceptio 

^ mv stery ot "The Man Who Knew the Secrets.” 

The of gossip 

BLYTHE HOLBROOKE; F v opie feel they can’t control eossip, and yet they 
ra> a great impact on their lives 

AWNOUMC^^l ( voice-over Jz Gossip can hurt celebrities, all of us, hut we’ve alwa^ 

N^inchell. Loiella Parsons. Hedda Hopper, to Liz Smith — the 

gossip today . 

LIZ SMTTH . I can t stand stuiicd shirts, and it’s fun to take shots at some of these ] 

ANNOUNCER vo u't W v ^f T /l Ri>h Rn>wn with f 1 1 Cmitk 'TTirtu 


& m. in y 




■* 4 . jp\, 


+ J A, 




n e:a e 


^ * 


a ^ 4} around the work! one of the most important medical breakthroughs of the 


* f 4 < 


DOWNS* Five million children died last year alone in the stupor of dehydration caused 
h> simple diarrhea. 

ANNOUNCER {votce-overfi Now a few swallows of a simple solution brings children back 
from the : - eege of death Hugh Downs, with the astomshinc story ot the “Next Thing to a 

Mmde.” 

DOWNS: Up front tonight, an exclusive report on a first-class mystery in the dangerous 

world of America's spies. Now-, .or most of us our sense of the lethal twists and turns in the 

game ofspy-yersus-spy comes horn fiction. Tom Jarriel is here tonight, and Tom, you’ve 

en investigating one of those rare situations in which spies surface just enough for us to get 
a look at them, an v wav. 

» w 

' DW JARRIEL. And it s a very unusual look. Hugh, into the life and mavbe even the der.th 
a xaste; sp\ for the Centra! i itelligencc Agency 

DOWNS: That's what intnguini — ” maybe the death,” 

JARRIEL: This guy's life was so mysterious it s not even sure that he is dead. The CIA 
% on i confirm that lie ever wofi \i there. 

DOWNS. N\ hat is certain is th it he knew some of the nation’ s most imporpmi secrets 

though? 

JARRIEL; Definitely From interviews with people who knew him and also papers provided 

^ Pp r ^r us. we are able to reveal some unusual details about his strange career. As is 

in a mystery like this, this story begins with the discovery of a corpse. 

tiS^S ^ P^ ace ^’ es mystery and the nature of the death that occurred 
re This ts where the body was found, a remote Maryland farm about one hour’s drive 

outside of Washington n.C; the date, November 13th, I9H2. 

/wice^iw/ And this is the h dy they found. State police identified it as George Weisz, 
owner e the farm (on camera j Police said Weis/ killed himself in this earaee. us me a 


1 




bed 


i r j ^ » ”<•*%>* pi*iMirvu tuun/n inuiiuA iu\^ lunrvi 1 1 nv % i tv % 

where he sat 

Iwke^ver} The Mary land state medical examiner agreed. The official ruling, suicic 

i. V- 


Four days after the hxxfy was found it was cremated, and die cue was closed. Hut then 
more to it than that. George Weis/'s life and death arc a complex puzzle whose pieces still 

don’t fit. 

[on camera] 20/20 has been investigating the death of ( ieorgc Wei' / lor 18 months and 
two key points have emerged, never disclosed until now Point I : There’s evidence the body 
in the car was not that of George Wets z. Point 2: Wets z was no onlm. , v CIA aeent but for 
30 years had been one of this count*’* most important spies. ® 

[voice-over] Even after that Weis/, was in charge of protecting America's most sensitive 

nuclear secrets from terrorist and enemy agents. In the tradition <>t master spies George 
Weisz was faceless, anonymous 

WEISZ, son: He was very, very high up Very high up He was so imixirtant that 
nooody knows who he was 

FRAN K SNEPP, former CIA agent: He was the model ( ’I A man. the mtxlcl spy. He was 
a very effective operator. In fact, one of the most effective I’ve ever met, If you want to talk 
about a John LeCarre character, you talk about George Weisz. 

JARRIEL [voice-over]: This cable found among his personal effects was sent to Weisz by 
one of his CfA superiors. “There is no aspect of clandestine operatic is in which you were 
not heavily engaged. There are many in which your own approach and imagination ac- 
counted for an advance in the state of the art.” The list of George Weisz’s CIA assignments 
around the world is a roster of espionage hot spots. In the '50s it was post-war Berlin, |(X) 
miles inside Communist territory. The CIA’s number-one European spy post. George 
Weisz’s children recall a bizarre childhood, 

Mr. WEISZ: I grew up with the CIA. The children that I pi 
my father’s colleagues and my mother’s friends are a “Who’s Who” of the CIA in Europe, 

NIKKI WEISZ, daughter: Well, I do remember people that we knew suddenly having 
different names, or people that we’d call Uncle This or That, and then suddenly they would 
have other last names. But I never really knew why. 

JARRIEL [ interviewing]: Who was your Uncle Bill? 

Mr. WEISZ: Bill Harvey, the famous Bill Harvey, who blew his brains out in Rome. 

JARRIEL: CIA? 

m. WEISZ: CIA? Oh, heavy CIA from the beginning. Bill Harvey w<»s the man who — was 
the man who pulled off one of the greatest coups— spy coups in trie history of the cold war. 
He's the one who tapped rite Russian telephone lines in East Berlin. 

JARRIEL [voice-over]: fn the ’60s the big job for the CIA was in Vietnam, and so was 
George Weisz. 

#r. SNEPP: His job in Saigon was extremely powerful. 

JARRIEL [voice -over]: Frank Snepp is an ex-CIA agent and an ABC News consultant on 
another topic. Snepp wrote a book condemning tiie agency's jxtheies in the Vietnam war. 

Mr. SNEPP: I was an analyst for the CIA station in Saigon. Weisz was running the division 
of the station which was designed to attract Communist gents and to neutralize them. In 
laymen's terms that means kill them, capture them, turn them around and what ha”? you. 

JARRIEL [voice-over]: After Vietnam Weisz went back to Berlin, but this time as CIA 
chief there. In 1974. a promotion. Weisz came back to CIA headquarters in Washington as 
chief of staff of the agency's covert operations department — dirty tricks. The spy was not to 
remain home for long. 

Ion camera] With the next assignment for George Weisz, Vienna, there was a hint that 


something big was in the works. Weisz was placed in charge of CIA operations here in 
Vienna, the city where the big boys — the CIA and the KGB — would try to outfox each 
other in one of the biggest spy deals ever. It was the bizarre and mysterious incident that 
came to be known as the Shadnn Affair. 

[voice-over] Nicholas Shadrin was the highest-ranking Soviet milita* / defector to the U.S. 
ever. In 1975 he was in Vienna for a meeting with Soviet spies — an unprecedented 
rendezvous arranged by the CIA Shadrin vanished, never to be seen again. 

[on camera] What happened? In the dangerous and ever-murky world of spy and counter- 
spy, v mav never be known. 



the 


/voice over/ One theorv is that George Weisz might have masterminded the whole f 
tion. sending Sh.ntnn Kick to (he Russians in a complex double deal. 

Mr. SHEPP: \(Tc( all. that was his game — setting up an environment in which your 
opposition, the KGB. the Soviet it telligence people, would be so contused they might even 
end up killing off some ot then own agents out of suspicion or confusion Tha 
doublethink game You want a master at that? You got it — George Weisz. HJHH 

JARRIEL: A ft u \ t iirs late t the i lusttr spy was forced to retire, a new/ CIA director began 
the wholesale firing of cloak-and-dagger type agents in favor of spying by computer and 
satellite. 

{wnce-ovrrj But W eis/ rebounded, landing a top job in the Department of Energy, for three 
years Weis, was responsible for protecting our entire nuclear weapons production complex 
against terrorist and enemy spies In the year before his alleged suicide, Weisz earned 
$91,000 working as a consultant on several highly classifed projects. One of them, a 
Pentagon intelligence operation, was doing work so secret that Weisz was required to work in 
a v ault. Among Wets/ s papers ABC reporters found a fascinating clue as to what he might 
have been working on in (hat vault — these notes for a meeting with his Pentagon boss 
discussing whether an enemy spy could penetrate the White House. So our investigation 
shows George Weis/ was one of ihe few men who had access to many of America’s top 
secrets — secrets about CIA operations around the world, secrets about our production of 
nuclear bombs. Did Wets/ commit suicide? To the Maryland state police it was clean there 
was this note in Weis/*s handwriting that said simply, “I am tired." There were reports of 
caa'er setbacks and a broken romance with a younger woman , 

[on camera] But ?0 20*s investigation raises serious questions about the official version of 
the death, including the possibility that the body found in the car was not that of George 
Weis/ This is the autopsy report on the body found in the car. and it states that there were 
"no changes in the gal! bladder." I'll repeat that: "no changes in the gad bladder.” That 
means, according to medical experts, that when the body identified as George Weisz, the one 
in the ear was autopsied. a normal all bladder was found. Now take a look at this document. 
It's part of George Weisz's official medical records. Detailed surgical notes taken during an 
operation on Weisz on June 14th. 1978, at a military hospital in Frankfurt, "The gall bladder 
was [Kiw removed.” So George Weisz had no gal! bladder. This is Dr. Hormez Guard, the 
medical examiner who did that autopsy. Last August Dr. Guard was questioned by ABC 

News. Reporter Chuck Lewis asked about his findings. 

ABC. "There was a nail bladder?” Dr. Guard, ”Yes. ABC. "If the gal! bladder had 
been removed, you would have noticed it?” Dr. Guard. "If it was removed, but that’s not 

■ f g_ A 

[voice-over! A few days later we interviewed Dr. Guard on camera. By now he was aware 
of the medical record showing Wetszs gall bladder had been removed. 

[interviewing! In your report you say you found no changes in the gall bladder, which 

indicates there was a gall bladder there. 

Dr. HORMEZ GUARD, medical examiner: Well. 1 believe so. But ! am not so sure as to 
I paid any great attention on the gall bladder. 

JARRIEL / voice-over /: But what about the big scar that a gall bladder operation leaves? 
,7V ’ father h ivf a pall bladder scar, and if so. did you ever see it? 


Mr. WEISZ 
JARRIEL: ' 


my father fad a gall bladder scar that 


WEISZ: It went from here to 
and I w ent . " What happened 
I had mv eall bladder remove 


% 1 


JARRIEL I voice-over/: Dr. Guard insists he would have noticed a large gall bladder scar. 

had there been one. But in the auto|*sy report on the body found in the car. ^ 
as Georee Weisz. there is no mention of any scar Weisz s daughier sees on.y one possib 

explanation. 

Ms. WEISZ: The explanation is that the body could not be the same. 

JARRIEL: Not vour father's txKiy that was autopsied? 

Ms. WEISZ: No. 1 mean, it seem, to me pretty impossible. 
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| [»t i|jtr* WPhf III IfiM I III 

WltMII I / mvf IS illv c sa\ itii man l)ul(* Younc a tenant tK« \i/ * g 

- » '■ i ■* * till V ■ '1 III. Illllu I the body III the car as that of Geon-eVeisz ^YotinvduU^ 

, J* w " • ; "I*h Ot Ihe body taken by police. Young said! doesn’t S 

" “ " ¥ " ' " nfl,SIon at the funeral home when three members at 

Iiniillv (lliitllv HKW IN l*»alv I taughter Nikki said. “That’s not my father 


Mil Wteffcl* Ii (usi illllu I It Nik like the | verson ihiit I knew. 


JAMHtl I W I** II WtHK i vvde, K ilxi loe, saw the body in the coffin, she blurted <x 
I hat h not mv husband H 

* *iiM' Hi/ Hut WfMM oldest son, David — who works for the U.S. government and 
latMtkal In INiklstau I >av id w . i nium Hu* body was that of his father, and the order i 
i n iitiihun vi as signed ’** igoaut Kchum says he showed the picture of the body in the car 
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I ml Is ihai youi lather?" And Dona! told me that that was his faiher. 


lAiiliiil /♦♦« * ow#f#|/f I fctnal Wets/ says he has no recollection at all of that exchange 
» th mil phi** lh »\ s llits nl> oit tile body and (Ik* photo. 

Mr WKNKl It ♦ * dalnh ‘mim one wlio resernhles my father, but I don't believe that it 
i it I l| ♦ i mid b* hut u s not 
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HIIm fttli III ton to I Nmal, W« iv/s wife and his daughter say this police photo of the 
body l*» vo o ( •* ofjjiv Wets/ In trying to gel to the bottom of all this, 20/20 asked the Maryland 
in. db fd gimnlilf * *» otto * lot | m« hires taken at that autopsy. We were repeatedly told no such 
pi, i, ties w* ■» < do n hid* . 4 1 lh* autopsy avoids indicate that no photos were requested But 
him* months ufU i we W I <* t uird that M4 » autopsy photographs existed, and not long after we 
Idltl dll in nfuml life gall him Id* I dis* nepuncy, the medical examiner's office produced some 
photo*) The family said that this p*< lure does ap|x*ar to be George Weisz, but this photo does 
Hill miftW* < da » iia i<d tint in mi Did the body that was autopsied have a targe gall bladder 
,t ;n it did * *« 4tigi W t is/ this mi ague picture doesn't help much, either The shin is of, 
bu( du Maivlanil medical * Hammer's office says there’s no full-length nude shot, a picture 
lh ti woulil n II us w in * l>« i oi not (hat s* *u is then" No photo, they claim, that would solve the 
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Mr *.Nt 1 * 1 * ti > In* i mi* i ivablt that the ( 'I A *>r whoever would have substituted Weisz's 

ini it nil ot (lie Iwwly in tani|x img with the photography. Again, it’s so very easy. 


dAMIIIl Ll With * n niation the i*l« niifu anon mystery may never be solved. The last best 
, haui < as at tin aim*}* v toil no Imgeipimts were taken, no X-rays, no dental charts ■ 
M* ps that 4 ould hav* provide*! (Misittve idem ideation of George We sz. In fact, a key test 
thi* l ing tot dings dial might have loninhuied to his death, routine in cases like this 
MNdt* lo have U < ii i« <|m«”.k 4 1 then * tossed out So this drug screen, which might have 
d* uuiniiM fl d mmim thing other than * ufton monoxide contributed to the death, was never 
don* 1 Ik state |*ollC£ mtlu ale they might have pressed their investigation further if federal 
ageiil*i had only told them iiiom alMuit (ieoige Weisz. 


f *gt Ml lit II IN I lefd dial d < »eoigr Weis/ was such a high operative and it was a factor in 
th« * * mi H v *it out 4 on Ml I y our agencies could have— they were notified. I did what I felt 
1 1 chi in not dying lh« m 1 hey certainly dn>pped the hall by not stepping forward and 
tufcytng i«* du tali | *oii( e II* y dlls guy Itere, we. you know, we should show a little more 
"MfNM 1,1 fhat Wn Ii *mi ii* d it as a sim ule, a routine suicide, and did what we felt had to be 


i« iik 





/ r#*n r aiw / 


* 


■ m r 



0 



v say they have no plans to reopen the case, but there is 


that matter of the gall bladder and the question of who that really was in the car The 
family lawyer wants a better explanation. 

TOM SIPPEL, family attorney: You cannot overtook the possibility that if. in h 
was a gall bladder on that body that was autopsied. that it was not Geoige Weisz 
been won and lost on less evidence than that 
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Mr. WEISZ: It would be nice to know that he was dead. There is no ev 
evidence that he is dead, 

JARRIEL: So what really happened? Well, we certainly don't know for sm 
interesting footnote to ail this. This week the CIA tele p h o ned 20/20 to sas 
had not killed George Weisz. And what's strange about that is I 

DOWNS: What does that mean? Does that imply that maybe s 
you < 
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JARRIEL: As a policy they szy the;. don t an. logger 

DOWNS: What do you see as the possibiides here ? I knov. 

JARRIEL: They* re intriguing and they're endless. Hugh, 
would be to the Russians. Did they kidnap him. substitute a body and take him off some- 
where to try to pick his brain for that classified information he had? A second possibility is 

that GgOree Weisz is an eternal spy: he's off on another assignment JHH 

for a new assignment. That would be very cruel to his family, though. 

DOWNS: It would. 

JARRIEL: A third possiblity is that there was a lax police investigation . a mix- 
morgue, and George Weisz did indeed commit suicide, as die authorities contend 

DOWNS: Do you think we ll ever know? 

JARRIEL: I doubt it. 

DOWNS: Thank you. Tom. /voice-over/ Well. next, gossip can be mfunaring. 
trivial, it can be funny, but it has a place in our lives. Tonight. Bob Brown 
America’s foremost tattletale. Liz Smith, right aher thiv. 

/ commercial break ] 

DOWNS: Think for a moment about gossip, which we are usually told not tod 
a bie Dart in our lives. It helps us find out what’s going on in the neighborhood 
in the nation. with indifferent accuracy, perhaps. But Bob Brown has somethin; 

A fhot u/» rdn/'p nn POSSlO n OUT SOCiCTV. 
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heard the expression. "Talk is cheap, and 

gossips are among the highest-paid 



BOB BROWN: Well. Hugh, only that 

case it really isn't because 
newspaper columnists in the country ^ _ 

DOWNS* And vou have been spending some time with one of them. Liz Smith, ftow. 
^^w w^ she p, Ae ifcbiVs be, GdM Amencas fan™. «beule. 

BROWN: it’s* te‘ IS «%££££$& - •* 

n" S2SS5 of coo«. bo,Jb» a b,go,™ w Alt have » do » 

it working around you at any level is just look andkstem someone repeats 

^nsra losses* & - tr&zxzM 

that’s placed on the public record, and so. ant s worst, gossip is unproven, nasty . 

BLYTHE HOLBROOKE, writer: People say it’s trivial. It’s not. People teel they can t 
control gossip, and yet they know it has a great impact on their Uses- 

BROWN [voice-over]: Even though she was a book about it 

Holbrooke found gossip to be such a pervasive ** 

[interviewing] Why does gossip have such » t* wil 

Ms. HOLBROOKE: I think n s because it s important. What people y 


r he Press- Enterprise Thursday, Sept. 27. 1984 A-5 

i 

CIA denies plotting 

to kill fraud suspect 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
CIA yesterday sharply denied an 
allegation carried by ABC News 
that the spy agency engaged in a 
plot to kill Honolulu investment 
counselor Ronald Rewald, who 
claims his failed company was a 
CIA front. 

In a rare public statement, 
the CIA declared that “the allega- 
tions are totally false ... As 
ABC knows, the CIA along with 
the rest of the U.S. government is 
prohibited by law from engaging 
in or contemplating assassina- 
tion.” 

The CIA asked that ABC 
News retract its reports on the 
Rewald case that were broadcast 
Sept. 19 and 20. Rewald faces 
charges that he defrauded inves- 
tors in his investment counseling 
firm of millions of dollars. 

In response to the CIA state- 
ment, ABC News spokeswoman 
Joanna Bistany said, “We stand 


by our story.” She added that 
ABC News “never accused the 
CIA of attempting an assassina- 
tion,” but only reported what was 
alleged by Rewald and Scott 
Barnes, who is described by ABC 
ews as having an “extensive 
intelligence background.” 

In its Sept. 20 report, ABC 
News quoted Barnes as saying he 
took a job as a prison guard in 
the Honolulu jail where Rewald is 
being held on fraud charges. 

Barnes said he was told by 
his CIA contact that “we’ve got to 
take him (Rewald) out . . . You 
k ow, kill him,” an assignment 
Barnes said he refused. ABC 
News did not identify Barnes’ al- 
leged CIA contact. The CIA said 
Barnes was inventing the story. 

The CIA lias acknowledged 
using Rewald’s firm. Bishop, Bal- 
dwin, Rewald, Dillingham and 
Wong, as a mail drop. 






